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RECOGNIZING KAREN CLIFFORD, 

UNICAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 8, 2023 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, today I 
honor Karen A. Clifford who will be named the 
UNICAN of the Year by the UNICO National 
Scranton Chapter at their annual gathering on 
Saturday, February 25, 2023. As UNICO Na-
tional celebrates its 100th anniversary this 
year, the Scranton Chapter has determined 
that Karen truly embodies the organization’s 
motto of ‘‘service above self.’’ 

Karen was raised in Scranton, Pennsylvania 
by her parents, Jane and Philip Clifford, and 
her godparents, Margaret and Stanley 
Sienkiewicz. A graduate of Keystone College, 
Karen spent 33 years of her professional ca-
reer at Verizon, working in engineering, mar-
keting and the business office. After retiring 
from Verizon, she continued working with TR 
Associates as the Vice President of Develop-
ment. 

Karen has dedicated her life to uplifting her 
fellow citizens and contributing to community 
service organizations, often holding leadership 
roles on their boards. She has proudly served 
as board member and past chairperson for the 
NET Credit Union and secretary, treasurer and 
vice chairperson of the Greater Scranton 
Chamber of Commerce. She continues to 
serve on Skills in Scranton for the Chamber. 
Currently, Karen serves on the boards of 
Scranton Counseling Center, La Festa Italiana 
and St. Francis Kitchen. She is also a past 
president of Saint Joseph’s Foundation and 
co-president of Saint Joseph’s Center Auxil-
iary. 

Karen has been an instrumental force for 
good through her service with the UNICO Na-
tional Scranton Chapter. She currently sits on 
the board of directors for the organization and 
recently joined the Ladies Auxiliary. She was 
the first woman to serve as the chair of the 
UNICO National Convention in Hershey, 
Pennsylvania. Under her direction, the Her-
shey convention was the largest in UNICO 
history. 

Karen’s commitment to her community does 
not end with her service on leadership boards. 
She uses her unparalleled knowledge of local 
issue and organizations as well as her vast 
network of Facebook friends to connect peo-
ple and highlight local small business, fund-
raisers and good news from the community. 

It is an honor to join with the Scranton 
Chapter of UNICO National to recognize 
Karen for her contributions to their organiza-
tion and our community at large. May she con-
tinue to find fulfillment and purpose in serving 
others. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CENTENNIAL 
ANNIVERSARY OF BOY SCOUT 
TROOP 27 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 8, 2023 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Boy Scout Troop 27 in Fort 

Benning, Georgia on the occasion of their cen-
tennial celebration. Chartered in January of 
1923, Troop 27 is the oldest Boy Scout troop 
in the Chattahoochee Council and the second 
oldest in the state of Georgia. They will cele-
brate 100 years of scouting at their centennial 
banquet on February 8, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. at 
Fort Benning. 

Chartered on January 2, 1923, Troop 27 
began as a group of 14 boys who conducted 
their meetings in a dugout on the side of a hill. 
The Troop was very active, and in addition to 
working on merit badges, they also volun-
teered around post selling tickets for the Infan-
try School Glee Club’s winter concert and 
serving as ushers at the Georgia-Alabama 
game and at the Post Christmas tree celebra-
tion. 

Over the last century, Troop 27 has pro-
duced outstanding leaders who went on to 
fight for our country during wartime. In Janu-
ary of 1925, Troop 27 awarded its first Eagle 
Scout rank to Charles ‘‘Tick’’ Bonesteel III, 
who would later go on to graduate from the 
U.S. Military Academy, serve in the U.S. Army 
during World War II and the Korean War, 
eventually reaching the rank of four-star Gen-
eral. Three more Scouts in Troop 27 would go 
on to earn the rank of Eagle in 1925, including 
Joseph ‘‘Cider Joe’’ Stillwell, Jr. who trained 
as a Green Beret and served during World 
War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. 

Truly, service to each other drives the en-
gine that creates a better community, and 
world, and Boy Scout Troop 27 has a storied 
legacy of community service in the Chattahoo-
chee Valley. Over the last 100 years, the 
Troop has produced over 200 Eagle Scouts 
who have collectively completed thousands of 
community service hours in support of the 
greater Columbus community. They collected 
more than 10 tons of scrap metal around Co-
lumbus, Georgia to be repurposed for the war 
effort during World War II. In the 1960’s the 
Troop continued to serve by manning a holi-
day roadside rest area, providing refresh-
ments, litter bags, road maps and safety pam-
phlets to weary travelers. In 1976, Troop 27 
hosted the ‘‘Slide for Life’’ at the annual 
Scout-O-Rama, which was attended by thou-
sands of scouts and Governor Jimmy Carter, 
who would be elected our Nation’s 39th Presi-
dent in November of that year. During the 
1990s, Troop 27 conducted numerous service 
projects, such as collecting food for the hun-
gry, planting trees, collecting clothing for the 
Salvation Army, and bringing more than 200 
dogs to the veterinarian for rabies vaccina-
tions. And last December, the Troop volun-
teered for National Wreaths Across America, 
placing hundreds of holiday wreaths at the 
headstones of veterans at Fort Benning Main 
Post Cemetery. And I am proud to say that 
this year, Troop 27 will honor two more Scouts 
with the Eagle Scout rank. 

Scouting has shaped my life and the lives of 
millions of youth across America by instilling 
foundational principles of moral character, self 
reliance, responsibility, leadership, human dig-
nity and service to others. As an Eagle Scout, 
it brings me great pride to see Troop 27 rep-
resenting the Boy Scouts of America with such 
dedication to the values we hold so dear. 

For 100 years, the boys and men of Boy 
Scout Troop 27 have gathered and declared: 
‘‘On my honor I will do my best to do my duty 
to God and my country and to obey the Scout 
Law; to help other people at all times; to keep 

myself physically strong, mentally awake, and 
morally straight.’’ It is my sincere hope that 
Troop 27 Scouts will continue to do so for 100 
more. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join my wife, Viv-
ian, and me; and the more than 765,000 peo-
ple of Georgia’s Second District in recognizing 
Boy Scout Troop 27 of Fort Benning, Georgia 
for their dedication to scouting and out-
standing service to others for over 100 years. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 90TH MILE-
STONE OF MRS. YOLANDA 
KELLY HENRY 

HON. TROY A. CARTER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 8, 2023 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to pay tribute to an outstanding, 
cherished public servant from my home State 
of Louisiana who is celebrating her 90th birth-
day. Mrs. Yolanda Kelly Henry was born in 
New Orleans, Louisiana, on February 4, 1933. 
She was raised in Cincinnati, Ohio and later 
moved to Los Angeles, California. Mrs. Henry 
eventually returned to New Orleans to make 
this her home where she and her husband, 
Clarence ‘‘Chink’’ Henry, Jr. raised their 4 chil-
dren: Rodney E. Henry, Clarence ‘‘Chink’’ 
Henry, III, Sherlyn Henry Lambert, and Marvin 
A. Henry. 

Mrs. Henry has been a member of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated for more 
than 40 years. She was initiated into the Zeta 
Theta Chapter in the mid-1970s, at Southern 
University New Orleans, where she was a full- 
time student and mother of 4. She was active 
in the chapter until graduation. She received a 
Bachelor of Arts in Social Work from SUNO. 
She immediately enrolled into a master’s pro-
gram at Xavier University of Louisiana, where 
she received a Master Degree in Counseling. 

She counseled many families throughout the 
Greater New Orleans area during her career 
at the Office of Community Services, an office 
of the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services’ Administration and Human Services’ 
Administration for Children and Families. At 
her precious age, Mrs. Henry has remained an 
active member of the Pontchartrain Park 
Neighborhood Association for the past 65 
years. Her love of serving her City, the com-
munity and others does not stop there. She is 
a member of the National Black Social Work-
ers Association, the SUNO Alumni Associa-
tion, and Bethany United Methodist Church 
Women’s Association. 

I am humbled to pay tribute to such a great 
culture community leader and fighter for all, 
who has done so much to improve the lives of 
countless residents across my district. So 
many people’s lives are enriched because of 
the love and passion she expresses daily in 
touching them along the way. I pray that she 
remains in good health and continue to spread 
joy and love to her family, friends and our be-
loved District. Happy 90th birthday to Mrs. Yo-
landa Kelly Henry, and may she live to see 
many more. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIMA NOON OP-

TIMIST CLUB’S ANNUAL YOUTH 
APPRECIATION LUNCHEON 

HON. JIM JORDAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 8, 2023 

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I always appre-
ciate the opportunity to share positive news 
about young people from Ohio’s Fourth Con-
gressional District. Today, I am pleased to 
commend to the House 12 high school stu-
dents who are being honored for their out-
standing leadership skills and volunteerism. 

On Wednesday, the Noon Optimist Club of 
Lima will recognize Emma Core, Gabi Croft, 
Brady Shea, Lauren Cunningham, Elena Oli-
ver, Grant Hardeman, McKenna Bader, 
Jordane Dues, Jacquelyne Lynch, Alora Patel, 
Ryan Kaverman, and Sabrina Heffner at its 
annual youth appreciation luncheon. These 
students were each nominated by their 
schools for being good role models for their 
peers. 

I thank the Optimists for their efforts to cele-
brate the many achievements of these stu-
dents and am proud to join in the accolades 
to them. They have my very best wishes for 
continued success in their lives in the years to 
come. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE MARVIN 
GROUP’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MAXINE WATERS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 8, 2023 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge a significant anniversary for a 
company that is important to my District and 
our great country. On February 10, 2023, the 
Marvin Engineering Company will celebrate 60 
years as one of our Nation’s leading manufac-
turers of armament equipment. 

What started as a small, modest machine 
shop in Inglewood, California, has grown into 
one of the most successful defense con-
tracting companies in the world. The Marvin 
Group supports all branches of our military 
and major prime contractors, and it sells prod-
ucts in more than 30 countries worldwide. 
Thanks to the gifted leadership of founder 
Marvin Gussman, his wife Madeline, their part-
ner Jerry Friedman, current CEO Howard 
Gussman, and President David Gussman, 
Marvin Engineering and its parent company, 
The Marvin Group, are major employers in 
California’s 43rd Congressional District and 
Southern California in general. 

The Marvin Group’s business philosophy, its 
extensive capabilities, and Jerry Friedman in-
vesting a significant amount of time in Wash-
ington, DC, allowed The Marvin Group to 
launch Marvin Land Systems in 1995, Marvin 
Test Solutions in 1997, and Clean Water 
Technologies in 2002, all of which have ex-
panded their customer base. In addition to the 
manufacturing of large aero structures, The 
Marvin Group produces ejector racks, missile 
launchers, aircraft pylons and other auxiliary 
equipment. It has also successfully developed 
its own proprietary state-of-the-art systems for 
advanced aircraft. With its expansion into land 

and sea-based platforms, including the Flyer 
tactical strike vehicle, The Marvin Group has 
won competitions and contracts from the de-
fense departments of many of our Nation’s al-
lies around the world. I have a decades-long 
relationship with the management of The 
Marvin Group and am proud to note that they 
are a great corporate citizen with extensive 
community service involvement in Inglewood 
and Los Angeles. They are particularly sup-
portive of the Hirschberg Foundation’s pan-
creatic cancer research in honor of Marvin 
Gussman. The future is most definitely bright 
for this innovative and responsible company. 

As the leadership and more than 1,000 em-
ployees of The Marvin Group gather to ac-
knowledge this major milestone, I am proud to 
bring their accomplishments to the attention of 
the American people. 

f 

HONORING LERLEANE PAYNE 
CHAVIS’S SERVICE TO MADISON 
COUNTY 

HON. NIKKI BUDZINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 8, 2023 

Ms. BUDZINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor Lerleane Payne Chavis, of Madison, Illi-
nois, for 60 years of dedicated service to the 
Treasurer’s office in Madison County. 

Lerleane was born on June 17, 1942, in 
Madison, lllinois. Continuing to be raised in the 
city, she would graduate from Madison High 
School in 1960. 

Not long after, Lerleane would make history 
in Madison County. On January 7, 1963, 
eager to break the color barrier, County Treas-
urer, George Musso, would hire Lerleane into 
her office. Lerleane would be the first African 
American office worker employed in Madison 
County and the first African American woman 
to work for Madison County government. At 20 
years old, Lerleane proved herself to be a dili-
gent worker and create a welcoming space for 
her fellow employees. 

Her diligence to her craft would lead to nu-
merous promotions, eventually being pro-
moted to Deputy Treasurer for the county. 
Lerleane would retire from her full-time em-
ployment in 1998, but continues to serve on a 
part-time basis. 

January 7, 2023 marked Lerleane’s 60th 
year of service in the Madison County’s Treas-
urer’s Office, making her the longest serving 
employee in Madison County Government his-
tory. During her time, she has served under 
nine county treasurers, making her the unoffi-
cial matriarch of the Treasurer’s Office. 

Throughout her service, Lerleane main-
tained being a pillar in her community. She 
would marry LeRoy Chavis in 1968 and spend 
49 years together until his passing in 2017. 
She is the mother of four children, grand-
mother to nine, and great-grandmother to five. 
She is a longtime member of Mt. Joy Baptist 
Church, and volunteers her time taking care of 
several elderly friends in the area. 

Lerleane is a unsung hero who deserves 
her flowers and appreciation. She is a trail-
blazer in the fight for equality and it is an 
honor to recognize her today. 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
MRS. CLAIRE BARTLETT 

HON. BARRY LOUDERMILK 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 8, 2023 

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the service of Mrs. Claire Bartlett, 
a stalwart in Georgia’s conservative move-
ment, and a valued member of my Congres-
sional staff for over 8 years. Mrs. Bartlett has 
been a valuable and dedicated member of my 
office since I was first sworn into Congress on 
January 6, 2015. Prior to joining my district 
staff, Claire was a conservative leader in the 
state of Georgia. Her leadership at the grass-
roots level demonstrated her commitment to 
restoring freedom and liberty and made her 
uniquely qualified to serve as my first District 
Field Director, and then as our Director of 
Business and Community Engagement. In 
these positions, Claire worked to exemplify our 
mission of representing and serving the peo-
ple of the 11th Congressional District with in-
tegrity, respect, attentiveness, and vigilance. 
Throughout her tenure, Claire diligently served 
the people of the district. 

Claire’s passion for the American ideals and 
our founding principals has remained her num-
ber one priority. Over the course of her time 
in service, from 2015 through 2023, Claire en-
gaged with and assisted constituents and 
stakeholders from all walks of life and across 
the political spectrum. During this time, I re-
ceived innumerable compliments and acco-
lades regarding the value Claire brought to our 
mission. Claire will surely be a valuable asset 
wherever she is in the future; and I congratu-
late her on her new role, as she continues to 
work to ensure we have a community, state, 
and Nation that is free, safe and full of oppor-
tunity. She will be missed as a part of our 
team but will always remain a member of our 
office family, and I thank Claire for her years 
of service. God Speed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND AC-
COMPLISHMENTS OF JOSEPH A. 
HARDY III 

HON. GUY RESCHENTHALER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 8, 2023 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to celebrate the life and legacy of Mr. Joseph 
Hardy, a pioneer in the building materials in-
dustry from Fayette County, Pennsylvania, 
who passed away on his 100th birthday on 
January 7, 2023. 

During his final year attending Lehigh Uni-
versity, Mr. Hardy answered the call of duty, 
enlisting in the United States Army at the out-
break of World War II. After serving his nation 
as a radioman for the Army Air Corps in the 
Pacific, he returned home to pursue an indus-
trial engineering degree at the University of 
Pittsburgh. 

After working part-time for his family’s farm 
and jewelry store, Mr. Hardy founded Green 
Hills Lumber. After several successful years, 
he purchased land in Eighty-Four, Pennsyl-
vania, and opened a ‘‘cash and carry’’ lumber 
yard, the 84 Lumber Company, which would 
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